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Bishop Daniel Thomas and Civic Officials
Agree Upon a Possible Path Forward
for the Former Saint Anthony Church Building


On Friday, June 8, Bishop Daniel Thomas invited Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz, and Mr. David Mann of the Lucas County Land Bank to meet again personally with him at the diocesan Pastoral Center to discuss what the diocese believes is the singular path toward saving the former Saint Anthony Church building.  

At the meeting, held this morning, Bishop Thomas offered an opportunity for Ms. Kaptur, Mr. Kapszukiewicz, and Mr. Mann to further clarify the most recent proposal of the Lucas County Land Bank to acquire the former church building.  Bishop Thomas then discussed the major obstacles presented by that proposal and how they could be overcome.  

Once again, Bishop Thomas expressed his hope that the Land Bank would accept from the diocese the outright gift of the building and the entire parcel of land.  

Responding to their proposal, Bishop Thomas agreed to allow additional time for their inspection of the buildings.  The Land Bank accepted the offer of additional time for inspection and it was mutually agreed that a final decision on receiving the gift of the property would be communicated to the diocese by the Land Bank on or before Tuesday, June 26.  This agreement came with the assurance that if the Land Bank determines that the building is not structurally sound or if the Land Bank decides it is not possible to accept the property, then all necessary permits for demolition would be issued without delay.

Bishop Thomas stressed the fact that the diocese cannot, as proposed in the Land Bank’s letter of  June 7, place further financial burdens on the Catholic faithful by committing additional funds for the maintenance and preservation of the structure.  Those individuals present understood and accepted this reality.

At the close of the meeting Bishop Thomas renewed his gratitude for Congresswoman Kaptur’s, Mayor Kapszukiewicz’s, and Mr. Mann’s openness to move forward together in this way.  “I am sincerely hopeful that a mutually beneficial resolution to this matter can be reached—one that will in the end best serve the needs of the local community,” said Bishop Thomas.
 
—end—
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